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The classroom is a living center. A fourth grade class decided
that it could do much to help take care of its homeroom. Here
are some of the things the children found to do:
Put books back on the shelves and tables.
Check the room temperature.
Prepare the tables and serve the mid-morning lunch.
Arrange articles and pictures on the bulletin board.
Keep the chairs and the room in order.
Make the room look as clean and neat as possible.
How the tasks -were shared. The children decided to divide up
the "jobs/' some of which were important enough to have more
than one person work at them. Committees were chosen and
plans were made to rotate the jobs so that no one would tire of
his job. A leader was selected by each committee from among
its members. The leader designated the part each would assume,
everyone having a chance to express his interest in the job as-
signed to him. The group had previously concluded that in a
democracy the people select their leaders, delegate responsibility
to them, follow through on their assignments, and expect to be
kept informed on general progress of the entire group and on how
their leaders represent them.
One interest leads to another. At times the class participates as
a whole in such activities as singing, drawing, or working on their
home work records. One all-group project was the wall hanging
which each child had helped to make. With the help of the art
teacher the children developed individual designs which showed
their summer activities. They cut the designs in blocks and
printed them on the cloth after working out which colors they
Would use. The homemaking teacher was called in to help the
children find the simplest way to finish the edge of their wall
hanging. As they took turns working on it, conversation turned
to the new kitchen which they had been watching get its coat of
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